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“For | am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is
far better” (Phil. 1:23)

In a culture that places an overabundance of emphasis on material success, self
indulgence and self -gratification, its influence has infected the church. From pulpits all
across the county the gospel message has been replaced with a message of health,
wealth and “live your best life now”, contrary to the clear teachings of Scripture. In fact
you can identify mature believers from immature believers by what they value most.
The two positions can be categorized as 'temporal’ and 'eternal’. Those whose desire
health, wealth, and the best life now, are those who fall into the temporal category, and
those who desire to please God by denying themselves fall into the eternal category.
To put things in perspective, the gospel recounts that a certain ruler asked Jesus, “what
shall I do to inherit eternal life (Luke 10: 25)". Conspicuous by its absence the ruler did
not ask what shall | do to inherit good health, wealth or the best life now. Paul declares
in 2 Cor. 4:18, “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not
seen are eternal” . It is no wonder Paul was so torn when he stated he had a 'desire’ to
be with Christ which is far better (Phil. 1:23), or when he stated; “For me to live is Christ,
and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). As a mature believer Paul knew the ultimate value of
Christianity was not in what he accomplished or obtained in life, but what he was willing
to surrender. Our maturity is reflected not in what we are willing to live for, but what we
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MICHAEL JACKSON: In Heaven or Hell?

In all of the intense media coverage after the death of pop superstar Michael Jackson,
the one thing that has driven me crazy has been hearing over and over, often by high
profile Christians, that Michael is now at peace in Heaven. Really? | hear this same
thing whenever a famous person dies, regardless what they believed during their life, as
well as from people when a family member or close friend dies, again, regardless what
they believed during their life.

If this is true, than what is the use of the Gospel? If this is true, why should anyone
waste their time and effort telling people about Jesus? If this is true, than the death of
Jesus on the cross was a meaningless exercise, his resurrection didn't need to occur,
and people can believe whatever they want during this life and make it to Heaven.
THAT MY FRIEND IS THE UNIVERSALISTIC LIE FROM HELL!!

The fact is God made only ONE plan of salvation. There is only ONE way to everlasting
life and that is faith in Jesus Christ, the Jesus Christ of the Bible. There are NOT many
roads that lead to God, only one, the Jesus road!!! You can't believe whatever you want
and die and end up in Heaven. That is a lie from satan that is leading millions of souls to
the flames of hell for all eternity. WHAT YOU BELIEVE DOES MATTER!!!

It is arguable that Michael Jackson was the most recognized person on the planet.
Despite his vast fame and material possessions, Michael was bankrupt in the things that
really matter in life, joy, peace, contentment, HOPE! Those things only comes through
having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and living according to God's Word.
(excerpt from Pastor Bill Keller, of Live Prayer.com)
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HEALTHY LIVING

“It shall be health to they navel, and marrow to they bones” (Prov. 3:8)

“Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices,
holy and pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of worship."
(Romans 12:1)

Too many of God's children suffer from serious health problems or are living lifestyles
that will lead to health problems in the future. Cancer, heart attacks, diabetes, obesity,
and numerous other diseases kill millions of people each year even though huge
amounts of money are spent on medical care, drugs, and research.

This may be due because so many have traveled the wrong paths in life. Their lifestyle
does not promote health, nutrition, and the proper care of the body that God has given
them. Our society has become lazy, everyone looks for the easy way out by cutting cor-
ners. Convenience is the key to living for most people and the convenient, easy way is
not often the best way.

We must have good healthy "living" Biblical food not dead food. How do you expect peo-

ple that lived 150-890 years they ate what God told them to eat. You wouldn't drink gaso-
line or eat toxic waste would you? But why do we eat the equivalent of it in food and drink
Our bodies, designed by God, are not to be abused in this way.

#1 — To be Biblically healthy we need God—we need salvation and a right relationship
with Jesus Christ.

#2 —Along with that we must eat the right kinds of food and drink.

#3 —And along with those things we also need to exercise. To many people that's a
dreaded word. However, it's impossible to drop unnecessary weight and maintain a
healthy weight without diet and exercise. .

We encourage you to check out our ministry partner Scriptures which provides natural
nutritional vitamins and minerals:
http://scriptures.cc/109188/
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ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN $50.00
In Romans chapter 6, Paul states that Christians are no longer
slaves to sin. Yet here he claims he is a slave to sin (vs 14).

How could you explain this difference?
Send your answer, (300 words or less) e-mail address and phone number to:
realissues@aol.com
(one selection will be chosen on September 30 and their answer will appear in the
July-September issue)
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OPEN RESPONSE: To Developing the Leader Within Blog

I really liked it and got valuable insight into my personal desire to promote the value of biblical
relationship within the church and therefore into our homes and communities. | was able to
revisit some key words and phrases | tend to use to promote this vision and have decided that
some may be misleading from what | am hoping to say, for example my use of the word
“environment” is used for a specific reason but now | think there may be a better word or way
of bringing out the reality of the Gospels provisions for us that are outside of us and yet work-
ing on our behalf in spite of our weaknesses and failures. This is an important context | think
the church has lost sight of in its pursuit of holiness and sanctification and as a result we
loose sight of the comfort of knowing of God’s working on our behalf, whose comfort helps us
to endure and stay in the race when so much personal failure surrounds us. Understanding
this concept | believe is important for building up the body, most especially for those wounded
healers and warriors whom the devil always afflicts the consciences of in order to keep them
out of the race and what is so sad about this is that it is these “the least” who are most power-
ful in the hands of God to accomplish His purposes. This is an important goal of Romans 7
Ministry, to empower the weak to live for God by a righteousness, power and provisions that
are not their own but ones that are freely given through the grace of the Gospel. This is the
only way that true holiness can be produced and it seems that the weak are the only ones
who have been humbled enough to understand this as the rest see sanctification rather than
Gospel provision as a means to Christian blessing and power. | think that in our eagerness to
confront the culture (and the churches) evils we have lost sight of the true power that flows
from the Blood and have turned to the Law and holiness as the foundation of our hope and so
we have put the cart before the horse and as a result the Church is in a wreck. As you pointed
out: relationships is a missing element in the church today and this is sad because it is only a
relationship with God through the Blood that builds a recovering community both vertically
and horizontally. Many are looking for an answer to today’s problems but it seems that few
understand that the foundation to societies and the churches problems are found in a simple
relationship with God and then out to each other and that in this context of ordinary “day to
day” free, creative and loving relationships God is at work changing lives and the world. As a
result we are too caught up in programs, seminars, anointed teachers and healers, seeking
fantastic revelations and experiences, etc., etc. and all the while missing out on the reality of
the Churches simple provisions that meet us in our ordinary lives. Because wherever we live
in community with God there Jesus is amongst us. And where Jesus is there is change and
power. | believe that this simple message of the church and Gospel needs to be emphasized
again “example: the house church” in order to empower the wounded and incapable that God
has chosen otherwise only the capable will be involved in the work of the church and we’'ve
seen what that alone has produced. In summing up the purpose of this letter: The Bible says
that iron sharpens iron. Therefore, | look forward to your continued insights, help and even
criticism so that | might better serve Him because He is worthy and also so necessary for the
world today.

John Gibbs, founder of Romans 7 Ministries

WRITERS WANTED

If you have the gift of writing, consider becoming a writer for any of our family of
publications
Work Out, Men Like Us, Women Like Us or Behind the Mask

realissues@aol.com



